Kindergarten at Calvary Christian
My name is Sarah Van Tine and I have been teaching elementary school for
twenty five years. Twenty one of those years have been at Calvary Christian
Schools. I love spending my days with children. It is so exciting to see them
learn and change right before my eyes. I am so thankful for the opportunity I
have to saturate everything I teach with the love of Christ. My primary goal
for my students is to help them to begin to understand how much Jesus
loves them and that he has a unique plan for each of them. I am a graduate
of Cedarville University. I have been married to my husband Doug for thirty
two years and we have two adult children. I enjoy gardening, cooking,
scrapbooking and spending time with my family.

My favorite thing about teaching Kindergarten is having the
opportunity to give my students the tools they will need to be
good readers. Our curriculum is a multi-sensory hands on
approach where we spend our days exploring each letter.
Before we know it, the children are putting their sounds
together and forming words! We have a center based program
in the morning where I love having parent volunteers in the
classroom. We make crafts, do some cooking, and practice
writing each letter. The children are busy and constantly
engaged. In the afternoon we enjoy Spanish, Art, Music and PE.
At the end of the year, our Kindergarteners know over 30
phonics concepts, forty sight words, and at least fifty
consonant blends and diagraphs.
We are unique! Instead of a typical five day
Kindergarten program, we start our year
with three days. As the children build
stamina, we transition to four days in
October and then five days in February. We
are also a play based Kindergarten. You will
find the children having play time in our
dramatic play centers, and moving through
learning songs, write the room activities,
and play based centers where they practice
their new skills.
But most important, Kindergarten at
Calvary is about beginnings. It is beginning
the adventure of being a life time learner
and beginning to understand that the Lord
has a plan and a purpose for each of us.

Curriculum Overview
Bible
•
•
•
•

Students learn about the Old Testament lives of Adam/Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, and Esther.
They learn how their longsuffering and trust in the Lord helped them to live Godly lives.
Students learn about the Life of Jesus and how He suffered and died to give us eternal life.
Kindergarteners learn that the Bible is our guidebook, written by God, to help us live for Him. They
memorize Psalm 23, Psalm 100, Psalm 139 and Luke 2:11-20
Students learn that by being honest, obedient, unselfish, and loving, we can please the Lord and lead
others to Him.

Language Arts
•
•
•
•
•

•

Kindergarteners learn all consonant and vowel sounds as well as how to write each letter correctly.
Students learn 30 concepts that help them with spelling, phonemic awareness, and decoding words.
Students learn 54 red words. Red words are words that cannot be sounded out phonetically.
Kindergarteners are reading one vowel words by Christmas and two-vowel words by February.
Students spend time each week learning sentence structure by journal writing. This also helps them begin
the process of being able to express their thoughts in a written format.
Kindergarteners are engaged in reading groups and hands on centers where they practice their new skills.

Math
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kindergarteners learn number recognition and formation to 100.
Students learn addition and subtraction facts to ten.
We learn to conceptualize numbers by using ten frames, tally marks, number bonds, and base ten
strategies.
They learn how to count by 1’s, 5’s, 10’s to 100.
We learn 2D and 3D shapes.
Kindergarteners learn the basic math vocabulary and concepts such as before, after, in front, smallest,
largest, plus, minus, more and less.
Our Math program uses a wide variety of hands on learning to make math fun!

Science and Social Studies
•

Social Studies and Science are taught in themes that rotate each day.

•

Some of the many themes include: Oceans, Community Helpers, Regions of the United States, Pond Life,
Arctic Animals, Seasons, Weather, Pioneer Life, Indians, Plant Life, and Holidays.

•

Field trips are taken throughout the year to reinforce our units. We go to the Post Office, Grocery Store,
Fire and Police Station, Country Dairy, Lewis Farms, A Vet Clinic, and a Bakery and Chocolate Shop.

•

All of our Social Studies and Science Units are taught with a Christian Worldview: That our world is
ordered by a powerful Creator who loves us and has a plan for all mankind.

